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August 11th 2022 
 
Open letter to Rishi Sunak and Liz Truss 
 
As a long-established landlord association1 iHowz note that neither candidate has made 
much mention of the Private Rented Sector (PRS), or housing in general. 
 
We have prepared papers (attached) responding to the recent White Paper, A fairer private 
rented sector in which we refute the need for a lot of unnecessary legislation; especially as 
councils are already unable to manage the plethora of existing legislation, due to a lack of 
resources. 
 
Whilst we acknowledge you must concentrate on the current cost of living crisis, the cost of 
housing is a large part of that, and we feel that Government actions has forced landlords 
costs up, which is now reflected in diminishing numbers of landlords and increased rents.  
There appears to be no plans for central, or local Government to supply more social housing, 
so the increased need falls to the private sector, at a time it is being vilified. 
 
In addition, measures to help landlords improve energy standards under the Green Homes 
Grant, were unexpectedly withdrawn earlier this year.  It is acknowledged that the UK’s 
private housing sector has the highest proportion of older, energy inefficient homes. 
Landlords are willing to improve energy efficiency in their properties but are still waiting for 
the release of the new MEES/EPC requirements and require long term incentives from the 
Government.  As we head for a winter, which will be dominated by the cost-of-living crisis 
and rising fuel poverty, we urge you to make this a priority. 
 
In summary we call for: 

• urgent action to rid the industry of criminal landlords 

• mandatory training for all landlords 

• help to recognise rogue tenants – adopt a tenant’s passport 

• complete overhaul of the court system 

• more funding for councils, not more legislation 

• release of the new MEES/EPC requirements and supporting incentives 
 
 
 
Peter Littlewood 
For iHowz. 

 
1 Originally established 1974 

 


