
Registered office:- iHowz Ltd, Riverside Centre, River Lawn Road, Tonbridge, TN9 1EP - Company No. 06935628 
 

 
 iHOWZ LANDLORDS’ ASSOCIATION  

Riverside Centre, River Lawn Road, Tonbridge, TN9 1EP 
  

 
 
 
 

info@iHowz.uk  /  www.iHowz.uk   

 

The Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
October 7th 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Sharma, 
 
We write to you in your position as Chair of COP26. 
 
As a Landlord Association, iHowz advise members the best way of meeting their obligations, both 
legal and moral.  In this case we are anxious to advise them how to improve the energy efficiency 
of their properties, especially considering the forthcoming changes to the Minimum Energy 
Efficiency Standard (MEES). 
 
It must be remembered that some of the required changes are costly, needing to be phased in 
over different financial years.   Additionally, some might also require vacant possession of the 
property.  Consequently, landlords require as much notice as possible. 
 
It was in that light that we wrote the Secretary of State for BEIS to enquire when the next phase of 
MEES was anticipated, and what the EPC level might be (attached). 
 
We have now had a response (attached), which tells absolutely nothing.  
 
How can landlords do their part for energy saving with such a nebulous attitude from Civil 
Servants?  Perhaps you might like to raise this with the Secretary of State for BEIS? 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Peter Littlewood 
for iHowz Landlords Association.  
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Rt Hon Kwasi Kwateng, MP 
Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
1 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0ET 
 

August 29th 2021 
 

Dear Minister, 
 

iHowz Landlord Association note with interest that the consultation on the potential next phase of the Minimum 
Energy Efficiency Standard (MEES) was concluded on June 9th, 2021. 
 

We would be pleased to know when it is anticipated that BEIS will report on this, and the potential effect on 
landlords in the Private Rented Sector (PRS). 
 

As I am sure you are aware, the PRS constitutes over 20% of the housing stock1 and according to your own 
report2 are the least energy efficient in the domestic housing stock.  We are concerned of the lack of support for 
landlords to improve this situation, who it is anticipated will have to meet a minimum rating of ‘C’ by 2025-28. 
 

We are aware of the Sustainable Warmth Competition, available to Local Authorities through the Local Authority 
Delivery Scheme (LADS)3, but this is proposing a total spend of £350m to a potentially large audience, and we 
are concerned this will only scratch the surface of this problem. 
 

Over the years, Government have introduced various schemes, only to remove them:- 

• Landlord’s Energy Saving Allowance (LESA); 2004-15 

• Low Carbon Building Programme (LCBP); 2006-10 

• Community Energy Saving Programme (CESP); 2009-12 

• Green Deal; 2012-15, and 2017-21 
 
Landlords require clarity on their MEES requirements together with a long-term assistance, whether in the form 
of tax relief or along the lines of the bounce back loan. At present, we are unable to provide clear guidance to 
our members, other than the ‘stick’ of MEES, and the ‘carrot’ of LADS, and we struggle to know how to advise 
them. 
 

We would be pleased to discuss this further with you. 
 

Note additionally, that iHowz are also participating in the EPC workshops run by MGCLG.  Whilst we are pleased 
to have an input, we are concerned that EPC/MEES is covered by two Government Departments. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Peter Littlewood 
for iHowz Landlords Association.  

 
1 https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/articles/ukprivaterentedsector/2018 
2 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/946175/prs-consultation-2020.pdf 
3 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/993972/sustainable-warmth-competition-guidance.pdf 
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